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Position

Presiding judge over the Parental Accountability Court.

Biography

Judge Bonnie Chessher Oliver is a native Atlantan and attended Shorter College in Rome,
Georgia on an academic scholarship. She graduated cum laude in 1978 with a bachelor’s
degree in history. Judge Oliver obtained her legal education at the Walter F. George School of
Law, Mercer University, Macon, Georgia, where she received a Juris Doctor in 1981 and was
admitted to the Bar the same year.
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Before entering private practice, Judge Oliver was general counsel for a private non-profit
organization. She provided legal services to senior citizens in a 13-county area of North Georgia
for four years. Over the next 13 years, Judge Oliver had a general trial practice in Gainesville,
Georgia with an emphasis on personal injury litigation. In June 1998, after having practiced law
for 17 years, Governor Zell Miller appointed her as Judge of the State Court of Hall County. On
September 27, 1999, Governor Roy Barnes appointed her Judge of the Superior Courts of the
Northeastern Judicial Circuit, which included Hall County and Dawson County.

Judge Oliver is the immediate past Administrative Judge of the 9th Judicial District of Georgia
and served as a member of the Judicial Council of Georgia. She currently is on the Council of
Superior Court Judges (CSCJ), Bench and Bar Committee, Legislation Committee; and Mandatory
Continuing Judicial Education Committee.

Judge Oliver is a member of the American Bar Association, the State Bar of Georgia and served
as an elected Board of Governors representative for the Northeastern Judicial Circuit from 1994
to 2002. She is a former Chairman of the Client Security Trust Fund. She is a former Chairman
of the General Practice and Trial Section of the State Bar and is currently on the Executive
Board. She is a Fellow of the Lawyers Foundation of Georgia and the American Bar Foundation.
She is a member of the Lawyers Club of Atlanta, the Gainesville-Northeastern Bar Association
and member and past president of the E. Wycliffe Orr Inn of Court. Judge Oliver is current
President of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for Continuing Legal Education. Judge Oliver
served as a member of the Investigative Panel of the State Bar for four years, investigating
lawyers for ethical violations. Judge Oliver was a former member and Vice Chair of the Georgia
Judicial Qualification Commission from 2003-2007.

Judge Oliver has been active in the Gainesville/Hall County Community. She is a former
President of The Boys and Girls Club of Hall County, and a member and former Associate
Director of the Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce, graduate of Leadership Hall County, a
member and Past President of Gainesville Rotary Club (receiving Club of the Year and the 6910
District Leadership Award), and Past President of Gainesville Middle School PTA. Additionally,
Judge Oliver formerly served as adviser to the Gainesville Regional Association of Nursing Home
Improvement, a founding member and officer of Lakeside Civitan Club, a Board Member of Teen
Pregnancy Alliance, and was formerly Chairman of the 1990 Leukemia Society Fundraiser. She
is also a recipient of the 2022 Northeast Georgia Council of Boy Scouts Distinguished Citizen
Award.

Judge Oliver is married to Andy Miller and has three grown children: Jackson, Sean, and Grace
and three beautiful granddaughters.

Contact Information



Office Number
(770) 297-2333

Fax Number
(770) 297-2337

Email Address
oliveroffice [at] hallcounty.org

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 409
Gainesville, GA 30503

Physical Address
225 Green St SE
4th Floor, Courtroom 404
Gainesville, GA 30501
Directions

Staff Information

Wendy Burton
Judicial Assistant
Criminal and Administrative
wendy.burton [at] hallcounty.org

Ella Whelchel
Judicial Assistant
Civil and Domestic
ewhelchel [at] hallcounty.org

Austin Stewart
Law Clerk
caitlin.may [at] hallcounty.org

Joel Epps
Court Reporter
joelepps1 [at] gmail.com
(817) 266-2082
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